


B IR D  LAN GU AGE*

The little birdie on this tree 
Is singing sweetly now for me,

I ’m sure he's glad the livelong day 
His songs are all so bright and gay.

Once when a bird was singing loud,
I told him I would be so proud 

If only I his language knew—
But off the little birdie flew.

—Florence B. Steiner.
Music to Hear:

“ Listen to the Mocking Bird” — Winner.
*From Country Life, used by the courteous permission of, and 

by special arrangement with, the author.
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FO REW O RD

Q
ueer, isn’t it, to find that there were boys and 
girls just like you away back and back in the 

world’s history, that they loved birds and music and 
stories, and that they made merry with play and 
game and song, even as you do to-day? What a joy, 
then, to find such clean, wholesome tales of the long 
ago told in such charming manner as are these!

“  Reading maketh a full man,”  says the old prov­
erb. Read we must, but how delightful to find 
stories to read that just carry us along, in spite of 
calls to study or to bed, and which leave behind a 
very valuable addition to our store of knowledge! 
How many, I wonder, know the story of Stephen 
the Crusader or of the faithful Blondel? Did you 
ever before hear of the Wise Fox?

Now you will know why Indians love flutes. You 
have played the game, “ The Bridge of Avignon,”  I 
dare say, but did you ever guess how that bridge 
was built? Did you ever know so many wonderful 
things about music? But why not?

Miss Kinscella has brought a chest of rare jewels 
of thought to boys and girls, set in such imagery, 
and in such quaint expressions as must always charm, 
guide, and sparkle while they serve. I wish that 
every youthful person of whatever age may enjoy
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these tales as has this one-time little girl who loved 
to read and who has never grown up beyond the 
love of folk tales and myths.

Frances Elliott Clark



PR EFAC E

THE Readers in Music Appreciation contain a 
choice collection of carefully selected and well- 

graded literature for young readers. Ample drill in 
reading, added enjoyment of the stories, and a musical 
knowledge and atmosphere are given. The teacher, 
who may sometimes have difficulty in giving the 
desired background and atmosphere for studies in 
music appreciation, will find the books a real help. 
The literature is correlated with the music heard or 
sung by the reader, who thus prepares himself for the 
finer appreciation of the music used during the music 
period.

Book Three of the Readers in Music Appreciation, 
through its reading lessons, offers a simple and logical 
development of all those phases of Music Apprecia­
tion that have been introduced in Books One and 
Two. Increased knowledge of musical instruments, 
played either singly or in simple combinations: of 
stories of the boyhood and youth of many famous 
composers; of the history of the beginning of music 
(folk song and dance), and of its development and 
use in composed and art music, told through folk­
lore, fable, and story; and an added enjoyment in the 
hearing of beautiful music, are results which should 
follow the study of the reading lessons of Book Three.
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Questions form a definite study program, and the 
“ Music to Hear” suggestions direct the pupil to hear 
the music of which the reading lessons have told.

The author wishes to acknowledge her indebted­
ness to Peter W. Dykema, Director of Music, 
Teachers’ College, Columbia University; to George 
Oscar Bowen, Director of Music, Tulsa, Oklahoma; 
to Paul J. Weaver, Director of Music, University of 
North Carolina; to Frank A. Beach, Director of 
Music, State Teachers’ College, Emporia, Kansas; 
to C. A. Fullerton, Director of Music, State Teachers’ 
College, Cedar Falls, Iowa; to Thurlow Lieurance, 
authority on Indian music; to Elizabeth Burchenal of 
New York City, authority on Folk Dance; to 
J. W. Searson and George E. Martin, authors of 
Studies in Reading; to Mrs. L. W. Tinley, Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, author of First Steps in Reading; 
to M. C. Lefler, Superintendent of Schools, H. 0. 
Ferguson, Director of Music, and Merle Beattie, 
Supervisor of Reading, of the Lincoln, Nebraska, 
schools; to Margaret M. Streeter, Lecturer in Music 
Appreciation; to Adrian M. Newens, Director of the 
University School of Music, Lincoln, Nebraska; and 
to Mrs. Frances Elliott Clark, whose friendly 
encouragement and advice have aided in the prep­
aration of this book.

H azel Gertrude K inscella
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