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WAR DEPARTMENT,
WASHINGTON,

April 22, 1916

The Chairman,
Committee on Military Affairs, 

United States Senate. /

Bear Sir:

With reference to S. 5262, 64th Congress, 1st Session, a bill 

for the appointment of John P. Markoe as second lieutenant in the United 

States Army, referred to me for information and remark, I desire to say 

that Mr. Markoe was born November 1, 1890, in Minnesota; was appointed 

from Minnesota to the Military Academy, which he entered March 1, 1910, 

and from which he graduated June 12, 1914* Upon graduation he was assigned 

as a second lieutenant to the 10th Cavalry, which he Joined about September 15, 

1914. He was dismissed from the Army March 10, 1915, pursuant to the sentence 

of a general court-martial confirmed by the President March 9, 1915, and pub­

lished in General Orders No. 12, War Department, 1915. This sentence was 

based upon his conviction by the said court of conduct, which may be briefly 

described as follows:

(a) Of having without Just cause or provocation pointed at a private 
soldier of his command an automatic pistol which was discharged, thereby 
endangering the life of said soldier, in violation of the 62nd Article 
of War; this on October 7, 1914, between Fort Huachuca and Naco, Arizona.

(b) Of having become violently drunk in the Fashion Bar, Naco, Arizona, 
December 30, 1914, and there, between 7 and 9 p. m. on that day, forcibly 
taking civilians up to the bar against their protest and insisting upon 
their drinking, and for having become so drunk and disorderly in said 
saloon and on the street outside of said saloon as to cause his arrest by 
the provost guard in the presence of civilians and soldiers to the scandal 
and disgrace of the service, in violation of the 61st Article of War*
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In view of his record, the reinstatement of Mr. Markoe 

as an officer in the Army is not recommended.

Very respectfully,

Secretary of War


