
April 11, 2022

Dear Students, Faculty, and Staff, 

I am very pleased to welcome back to the University two-time
Creighton graduate Jason Beste, MD, MPH, as the inaugural
executive director of the Arrupe Global Scholars and Partnerships
Program, starting July 1. Dr. Beste brings an abundance of
experience and passion to the position, including a broad
background in leadership, administration, teaching, mentoring, and
research.

We were seeking a visionary
leader for the Arrupe Global
Scholars and Partnerships
Program, and we have found
one. Dr. Beste is well suited to
lead this program dedicated to
improving the health and well-
being of the global poor while it
also educates future servant-
leader physicians.

The program was established
through a $25 million gift from an anonymous foundation to support
10 cohorts of 12 students from Creighton’s medical programs in
both Omaha and Phoenix over 10 years beginning this fall. Arrupe
Global Scholars will earn medical and public health degrees while
learning alongside international health care workers and Creighton
faculty on multiyear projects that address significant health
challenges in locations around the world.

Dr. Beste is an infectious disease and internal medicine physician
with vast expertise in global health and public health who has spent
the last decade improving health systems in post-conflict and post-
Ebola settings in sub-Saharan Africa. As the chief medical officer
for Partners In Health and a researcher for Health Alliance
International at the University of Washington’s Department of
Global Health, he oversaw clinical care, managed programs,
strengthened health systems, and advocated for health equity.

In his CMO role with Partners In Health in Liberia and Malawi, Dr.
Beste led a clinical team of more than 300, coordinated with
multilateral organizations, and collaborated with Ministries of



Health. He knows firsthand the realities and challenges of providing
health care in some of the poorest and most remote regions of the
world. In addition to direct patient care, he developed institutional
strategic plans, led didactic sessions for local clinicians, provided
input for the design of new clinical spaces, strengthened supply
chain systems, contributed to CDC, HRSA, and Global Fund grants,
and helped write national disease protocols.

Dr. Beste graduated from the College of Arts and Sciences in 2003
with a bachelor’s degree in biology and from the School of Medicine
in 2008 with his medical degree. He also earned a Master of Public
Health (MPH) from the University of Washington. At Creighton, he
was inducted into the Alpha Sigma Nu Jesuit Honor Society and the
Gold Humanism Honor Society in the School of Medicine. He also
received the medical school’s Aesculapian Award, which is given to
one student in each class for guidance, compassion, and selfless
service. 

He has held faculty positions at Harvard Medical School, and most
recently, at the University of Washington School of Medicine, and
physician appointments at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in
Boston and the University of Washington Medical Center. At the
University of Washington School of Medicine, he directs several
academic and training programs, including the Department of
Global Health’s MD-MPH program.

We are also thrilled that Dr. Beste’s wife, Sara Beste, MD, MPH,
who in 2009 also graduated from the School of Medicine, likewise
will be returning to Creighton. A pediatrician with experience in
global health along with her husband, she will be an assistant
professor in pediatrics in the School of Medicine in Phoenix, as well
as a clinician with Dignity Health St. Joseph's Hospital and Medical
Center. The Bestes will be based in Phoenix.

Please join me in welcoming Jason and Sara Beste back to
Creighton and the School of Medicine, as well as to our Phoenix
campus. 

Sincerely,

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
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https://www.creighton.edu/
http://www.twitter.com/CreightonPres
http://www.facebook.com/CreightonPresident
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