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This semester, Creighton athletics released 
a new program aimed at improving student 
attendance for sporting events. Students are 
now able to earn rewards by attending athlet-
ic events through Birdcage Rewards.  

Birdcage Rewards is a new feature of the 
GoCreighton app, which was first released in 
2018 and is an extension of gocreighton.com, 
the Creighton athletics website. 

The app allows users to follow and receive 
notifications about their favorite Bluejay 
teams, as well as view schedules, highlights 
and press conferences. 

Now, students will also be able to use the 
app to track sporting event attendance and 
win prizes. 

The rewards work on a points system, 
which is similar to other rewards apps pop-
ular with students, such as Starbucks or 
Casey’s Rewards. Students can earn points 
by checking in via location sharing at sport 
events, posting photos and visiting certain ar-
eas of the stadium. There are bonus rewards 
for checking in early or staying late at some 
events. 

To participate, students must download 
the GoCreighton app and create an account. 
The link to sign up can also be found at 
https://birdcagerewards.com/welcome. 

Each student has a preregistered account, 
accessible with their creighton.edu email. 
The Birdcage Rewards tab is located through 
the hamburger menu at the top of the app’s 
homepage. 

The Bird-

cage Rewards feature gives information 
about future sporting events and all upcom-
ing opportunities to earn points and prizes. 
The Instagram account @BirdcageRewards 
also gives student information on giveaways 
at particular games. 

A few weeks ago, two students who 
checked in at the men’s basketball game 
against Purdue won a pair of tickets to a con-
cert featuring singer Jelly Roll. At both wom-
en’s basketball and volleyball games, students 
had the chance to win a pair of Nike shoes. 

Derek Ravlin, the assistant director of mar-

keting for Creighton Athletics who runs the 
new rewards program, hopes to include more 
giveaways at games and upgraded prizes for 
redeeming points. 

Currently, points are only redeemable 
for small prizes, such as Creighton-branded 
drink koozies, drawstring bags and portable 
chargers, but Ravlin said that restaurant dis-
counts and entries to sweepstakes for larger 
prizes are planned to be introduced within 
the coming years. 

“The more students sign up and use the 
app, the more opportunities we can provide, 
because then we know that it’s going to be 
utilized,” Ravlin said. 

Birdcage Rewards was created with the goal 
of increasing student attendance at smaller 
sports and less attended games. Ravlin said he 
hopes to bring different students to the games 
that wouldn’t normally go, particularly grad-
uate students. 

“A lot of our students are grad students or 
older, law students or nursing students that 
aren’t necessarily overly involved in athletics... 
It’s an incentive-based platform to try and get 
more people involved in our athletic pro-
grams here…one thing we notice consistently 
is [that] we have this same group of students 
that come to our games,” Ravlin said. 

College of Arts and Sciences junior Lily 
Fenton said she appreciates the notifications 
about sports results sent to her phone, and 

she uses the app to stay updated on Creigh-
ton athletics. 

“I think it encourages students, like me, to 
get even more excited about attending games 
for all sports, not just the most popular ones,” 
Fenton said in an email. 

The term “the Birdcage,” used to refer 
to the Creighton student section at athletic 
events, came about in the early 2010s and 
was widely used for several years but has since 
fallen out of students’ vocabulary. Most stu-
dents sitting at a men’s basketball game today 
wouldn’t use this term to describe their sec-
tion. 

The rewards program is part of an initia-
tive to rebrand the student section, which 
also includes “Birdcage” flags and the floor 
label at Sokol Arena.  

“Adding the rewards was another incentive 
to kind of reinvigorate ‘the Birdcage’ overall,” 
Ravlin said. 

So far, the program has seen improvements 
towards its goal. Women’s volleyball has seen 
increased attendance this year, including a re-
cord-setting attendance at the season opener 
game versus NC State on Aug. 30. 

Birdcage Rewards was modeled after ath-
letics rewards apps used at many other uni-
versities, including Iowa State University, 
University of Oklahoma and University of 
Tennessee. 

Students score big with Birdcage Rewards
ELIZABETH GRAVELINE
Assistant News Editor

Students can now earn rewards for attending Creighton Athletic events by joining the Birdcage Rewards program on the GoCreighton mobile app.
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Students share mental health struggles
Last week, the Creighton University chap-

ter of Active Minds, a nonprofit organization 
supporting mental health awareness and ed-
ucation, held an event called “Be the Light.” 

At “Be the Light”, two members of the 
chapter’s student executive team, College of 
Arts and Sciences sophomore Alexis Murphy 
and junior Kalyca Erwin, spoke about their 
own personal struggles and experiences with 
mental health and how they got through it, 
also giving advice for those struggling as well.  

One common theme between the two 

speakers was vulnerability regarding therapy 
and the allowance of medication. Some of the 
advice that Murphy gave to students includ-
ed, “[take] medication if you feel comfortable 
doing that, [go to] therapy, [work on] coping 
skills...”  

Erwin echoed this theme. 
 “[I found that therapy made it] way easi-

er to talk about my problems with a stranger 
versus anyone who actually knew me,” she 
said.  

The two speakers also talked about being 
vulnerable and accepting of mental health 
issues, whether it is with oneself or a friend.  

“I think it’s totally okay if you don’t know 

what to say when someone’s being vulnerable 
with you. But just being present and express-
ing that you care is extremely helpful,” Erwin 
said.  

To ease her mind in times of stress or anx-
iety, Murphy said that mental health study 
breaks, going on nature walks, spending 
time with friends and reading are all help-
ful. She said she practices butterfly tapping 
and breathing exercises, along with the time 
she spends outside and with her friends and 
family.  

Associate Director for Student Care and 
Outreach Sangeetha Kumar also gave a short 
closing talk to end the events and commend 

the speakers and the work that Active Minds 
does. 

“You’re going to know somebody in your 
life that will be struggling with a mental 
health issue, and [these presentations] just 
make you a little bit wiser to be able to sup-
port them,” Kumar said.  

Kumar also shared that if you are strug-
gling with your mental health, you can go 
to Creighton University Student Health 
Services in Markoe Hall behind St. John’s 
church. You can also call the office on its day-
time number and after-hours crisis line, 402-
280-2256 or 402-280-CALM. 

BELLA BECK
News Reporter
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Weekly Campus 
Safety Report

This is a selection of  incidents chosen by the Editor in Chief  and 
is not a comprehensive weekly report. The full report is compiled 

in the Daily Crime Log which anyone can access in the Public 
Safety office located at 2222 Burt St.

November 15 - 1:04 p.m.

A student made threatening gestures toward 
R/O while he was sitting in his vehicle near 

the Swanson entrance.

November 17 - 1:01 a.m.
(Not Pictured)

A previously banned non-affiliate  was located 
on the side of  the Facilities Management 

Building with an Amazon package addressed 
to Creighton.  OPD responded and arrested 

the party for tresspassing.
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November 17 - 1:28 a.m.

Public Safety responded to Swanson 
Hall to assist with an alcohol violation. 

Public Safety transported two students to 
CHI CUMC for entry into the TRACC 

Program. 

November 17 - 6:10 p.m.

Public Safety officer observed a TODCO 
cone in the trunk of  a minivan parked 
in lot 26. The officer and RDOD made 
contact with the student and recovered 

the cone.
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Applications for Creighton’s Cortina 
Community, the sophomore living-learning 
community centered on faith and justice, 
are now open for the 2025-2026 academic 
year. This program targets current freshmen 
passionate about social justice and commu-
nity engagement. 

The program houses 48 sophomores in 
Heider Hall’s top three floors. The students 
take a comprehensive approach to service 
through weekly formation meetings, where 
they discuss social justice issues and gain 
hands-on volunteer experience with local 
organizations. 

“I love the strong passion for social justice 
that is shown not only in the [Cortina] class 
but the formations as well,” College of Arts 
and Sciences senior Ciella Almazan, the 
current student coordinator and residential 
assistant, said. “The service with the Omaha 
community is the most amazing part of it for 
me.” 

The Cortina Community, founded 
in 2003, was named after the Rev. Luis 
Cortina, S.J., a professor of engineering who 
dedicated his life to advocating and caring 
for the people in Guarjila, El Salvador in the 
middle of – and immediately following – its 
civil war.  

He believed that faith needed to be backed 
by meaningful action, applying one’s talents 
in a way that will leave a positive impact on 
the world or, as Cortina named it, being a 
“liberation whatever.” 

In an effort to continue Cortina’s noble 
mission of service, the Cortina Community 
empowers members who join to become a 
“liberation whatever” in their own lives and 

communities. 
While the focus on service and advocating 

for justice is foundational to the Cortina 
experience, the community is one of the 
things many current and former community 
members recall most fondly of their time in 
the program. 

“The sense of community was honestly 
one of the best parts of Cortina. It was more 
than just living on the same floors; it felt 
like there was a shared desire for a strong, 

supportive community,” College of Arts and 
Sciences senior and former Cortina member 
Marithe Paul Fernandez said. 

Interested students can submit their appli-
cations online now, with priority registration 
ending in December. The application pro-
cess includes a written statement explaining 
their personal connection or interest in 
topics such as social justice and service, along 
with two references. From there, applicants 
are invited in for an interview and will be 

contacted early in the spring semester about 
their decision. 

Students accepted into the program must 
be able to commit to three hours of week-
ly service and attend a weekly formation 
meeting on Sundays. Additionally, there is a 
designated course covering issues related to 
social justice that all members are expected 
to take, which fulfills the ethics or theology 
Magis Core requirements.

Cortina Community applications open
MICAH WILLIAMS
News Reporter

The Cortina Community is a close community of students who share a love for service. The members of the group meet and volunteer weekly. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF DEE SHAH 
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The Creighton Cupboard – Creighton 
University’s on-campus food pantry aimed 
towards serving undergraduate, graduate and 
professional students who face food insecuri-
ty – announced the launch of their Fall Food 
Drive on Nov.11.  

Collecting everything from a multitude of 
food products to hygiene essentials, the orga-
nization is reaching out towards the Creigh-
ton community for aid in restocking their 
supplies in order to meet the demands of its 
recipients.  

“It is super easy to donate. There are boxes 
by the Recreation and Wellness Office Suite 
right by the KFC Swanson entrance. These 

donations will go directly to support Creigh-
ton students,” sophomore Arts and Sciences 
student Hana Mulcrone, who serves as the 
education and outreach intern of the food 
pantry, said. “Creighton is all about doing 
service and giving back to the community. 
This drive is an easy way to give back to the 
Creighton community. As far as donations 
go, any food or hygiene item that is unopened 
and not expired the Cupboard would love to 
have.”  

According to Stephanie Madison, the Stu-
dent Health Education Compliance Office’s 
administrative assistant, the Creighton Cup-
board has served an average of 85 students per 
month over the past nine months of the 2024 
school year,.  

Madison also helps coordinate the food 

pantry and install the Amazon Wishlist, 
which serves as another component to their 
donation efforts. Students are able to access 
the list online to purchase and ship needed 
products directly to the organization’s facil-
ity.  

“So, I think the importance is that the stu-
dent’s… focus here at Creighton should be 
pursuing their education and achieving their 
goals. And if the student [is] experiencing 
food insecurity, I feel like they’re going to be 
more likely to struggle academically. It’s go-
ing to cause barriers and unnecessary stress,” 
Madison said. “I think we [the Creighton 
Cupboard] play a very important role in tak-
ing away that stress and those barriers for stu-
dents.”  

The food pantry was officially instated on 
campus in 2019 by a small group of indi-
viduals originating from Creighton’s Inter-
cultural Center (CIC). After deeming food 
insecurity as a critical issue being faced by 
its student body, the organization offered its 
services on the sole basis that the students in 
question felt they required additional assis-
tance with accessing a sustainable source of 
food.  

However, despite their no-questions-
asked policy, according to Madison, some 
students who need assistance may find it 
difficult to approach them due to embar-
rassment, fear and feelings of discourage-
ment due to their uncertain situation. In 
light of such obstacles, College of Business 
senior Katie Kollmeyer, who serves as the lo-
gistics and operations intern at the Creigh-
ton Cupboard, encourages those students 
to approach the organization without fear 
of judgment and with a sense of hope that 
their services can better support them in 
finding stability regarding food accessibility.  

“Food is something, of course, that you 
need to have if you want to be successful in 
academics or just socially or anything like 
that at all,” Kollmeyer said. “So…there’s no 
judgment because food insecurities isn’t al-
ways something that you’ll have forever…
sometimes you might be insecure for a few 
months and then you’ll be in a better posi-
tion within the next few months.”   

The Creighton Cupboard has many 
other opportunities to donate throughout 
the school year, including daily donations, 
drives run by other Creighton departments 
and other events hosted by their organiza-
tion.  

The “Move Out Drive” hosted at the end 
of the Spring 2024 semester provided the 
opportunity for students moving out of the 
dormitories to donate all food products they 
were not willing to take back home with them 
for the summer, according to Kollmeyer and 
Mulcrone.  

“We were able to [around 1,500 pounds] 
put back into the pantry from students that 
were leaving campus. And with that 1,500 
pounds, we were also able to donate items 
that we knew we wouldn’t get rid of in here 
and that had a limited time left on the shelf. 
700 pounds went over to the Timberlake 
Outreach Center,” Madison said.  

In addition, the Creighton Cupboard also 
hosted a summer drive during Creighton 
University’s Summer Preview events in 2023, 
where new students were able to donate hy-
giene products in preparation for the upcom-
ing school year.  

“We’re still giving those out a year later. It 
was very successful,” Madison said. 

Yet, even though they were able to yield 
large amounts of donations and funding 
from past efforts, along with their established 
contract with Creighton Dining, the food 
pantry finds its shelves slowly depleting as 
they compile and handout necessities to their 
students via orders recipients create twice a 
month. Therefore, the Creighton communi-
ty is encouraged by the Creighton Cupboard 
faculty to utilize the month of November, 
the month known for giving thanks, as en-
couragement to support the organization in 
their Fall Food Drive.  

“I think that you don’t know what’s go-
ing on with the person that you sit next to in 
class. So, you don’t know their back story,” 
said Kollmeyer. “So, I think that donating 
can help other classmates or friends that may-
be you don’t know are food insecure…[and] 
would help you feel like you’re contributing 
to the Creighton community...” 

The Creighton Cupboard will continue 
collecting donations for their Fall Food Drive 
until Nov. 22, 2024.  

SHELBY SEU
News Reporter

New criminal justice 
club arrives on campus

The Creighton Cupboard, located in the Kewiett Fitness Center, serves students facing food insecurity. They are accepted food and hygiene products for their Fall Food Drive through today, Nov. 22.

JONAH LAGRANGE/THE CREIGHTONIAN 

Creighton Cupboard hosts fall food drive

Creighton University has created a new 
criminal justice club, welcoming students 
studying criminal justice and those inter-
ested in the field. The new club will begin 
meetings next school semester after being 
approved as an official club by the school. 

The club, led by criminal justice profes-
sor, Eric Meyer, and College of Arts and Sci-
ences sophomore, Alayna Myer, will meet 
to discuss important topics in the world 
of crime and victimization. They are look-
ing for new members who are interested in 
criminal justice and are willing to engage in 
discussion about a wide range of criminal 
justice related topics. 

“I am most excited for looking into true 
crime cases, as well as discussing contro-
versial court cases and having mini debates 
within the group,” Luke Smith, a sopho-
more in the Heider College of Business and 
the projected treasurer of the new club, said. 

The criminal justice club will also meet 
for true crime story nights, going into detail 
about a specific crime and analyzing the law 
enforcement process. These stories aren’t 

presented merely for entertainment out of 
respect for the victims, but rather they are 
an opportunity to learn from real cases and 
tie criminal justice theory into real world 
events. 

Meyer, along with a panel of criminal jus-
tice professors, hosted a preview of the type 
of true crime story nights to be expected at 
the criminal justice club on Nov. 8 called 
“Milk, Cookies, and Murder.” Attendants 
were encouraged to ask questions, and the 
panel of professors would regularly add 
their unique insights into the story. 

At the event, Meyer presented the case of 
the 1985 rape and murder of Helen Wilson 
in Beatrice, Nebraska. In this case, six sus-
pects were wrongfully imprisoned for Hel-
en Wilson’s murder, eventually gaining the 
nickname of the “Beatrice Six”.  

Meyer went into depth on the crime it-
self, the investigation process, and the court 
proceedings, unravelling the complex story 
with many surprises and twists. To go with 
the story, there was a wide selection of cook-
ies and milk to snack on while listening. 

WILLIAM ROBINSON
News Reporter



Fallapalooza, the annual Creighton Uni-
versity tradition of hosting a free concert star-
ring a different artist each year, was a hit. The 
event, hosted on Nov. 5, starred the popular 
singer-songwriter Ashe and a performance by 
special guest Social House.  

Upon entering the venue, students were 
given vibrant glow-in-the-dark bracelets en-
graved with the words “Fallapalooza 2024” 
and foam glow sticks to wave around in the 
crowd to add an element of fun and create a 
very memorable night.  

Creighton students were eager for the con-
cert to begin, the crowd singing and scream-
ing uproariously. Social House, a group 
known for collaborating with pop star Ariana 
Grande, started off the amazing night.  

With their upbeat and catchy songs, Mikey 
and Scooty of Social House kept the crowd 
loud and having a good time. They interacted 
with the crowd by talking to them, jumping 
into the crowd and having yelling competi-
tions with each side of the room to see which 
could sing louder. They played their famous 
hits, including “boyfriend” and “Magic In 
The Hamptons.” 

Social House gave a stellar performance 
that got everyone’s adrenaline rushing in 
preparation for the main performance by 
Ashe. Scooty wore a Creighton shirt on stage 
to represent and support the university.  

 In contrast to Social House, Ashe had 
a calmer indie style that was soothing and 
peaceful. She had the crowd swaying and 
waving their flashlights with her powerful 
vocals.  

Her most popular songs include “Moral of 
the Story,” which was featured in the Netflix 
series, “To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before: 
P.S. I Still Love You,” and “Til Forever Falls 
Apart” with Finneas O’Connell. These songs 
were showcased on stage beautifully. 

Ashe’s act left everyone in awe and generat-
ed a heavy round of applause at the end. She 
was very engaging with the audience, asking 
how they were doing throughout the night 
and getting the crowd involved.  

Fallapalooza electrified Creighton stu-

dents, such as College of Arts and Sciences 
freshman Meredith Marshall. 

“I didn’t really know the artists’ music, 
but when I was there, I felt like that didn’t 

really matter,” Marshall said. “The artists did 
a good job of welcoming the audience and 
making everyone feel happy. I really enjoyed 
Ashe’s music and Social House’s perfor-

mance. Overall, I had a great time, and it was 
a fun way to get off campus.” 

Attendants left the show with new mem-
ories and new songs added to their playlists. 

FARRAH VELASCO
Scene Reporter

Artists light up Fallapalooza

Jays danced to new artists’ music at Fallapalooza and left with new music on their playlists. Fallapalooza is a free concert that occurs in Omaha. 
JONAH LAGRANGE /THE CREIGHTONIAN

Billie Eilish hit Omaha’s CHI Health 
Center for her “Hit Me Hard and Soft: The 
Tour” on Sunday, Nov. 18. Eilish’s tour fol-
lowed the release of her “Hit Me Hard and 
Soft” album, which came out this past May. 
Eilish was accompanied by her openers, Nat 
and Alex Wolff. 

The openers provided a contrast to Eilish’s 
music with a more acoustic and indie pop 
sound. They had many personable moments 
to get the crowd going and even shared per-
sonal stories about some of their songs’ ori-
gins. They ended their set by running around 
the stage multiple times, proclaiming their 
love for Omaha and thanking the crowd.  

For the main event, Eilish utilized every 
inch of CHI to open the arena to as many 
people as possible. Her entirely screened 
stage in the very center of the floor of the are-
na allowed people to sit in every seat of CHI. 
Regardless of whether you could reach out 
and touch the performer or sat in the very 
last row of the nosebleeds, many screens in 
the air and on the stage allowed everyone to 
see the show.  

Eilish’s show began with her being on top 
of a suspended ledge in the middle of the 
stage. After much anticipation, Eilish per-
formed her hit song, ”CHIHIRO.” 

She then performed many different songs 
from her discography, ranging from her most 
recent album all the way back to her first EP 
from 2017, “don’t smile at me.”  The perfor-
mance was both timely and nostalgic.  

One of the most impressive moments in 
the show was when Eilish asked the entire 

arena to be silent as she layered her own voice 
repeatedly to create the harmonies in her 
song “when the party’s over.”  

She took about a minute, as the entire 
crowd was in silence, sitting with her legs 
crossed in the middle of the stage, humming 
the melodies and building on them as she 
went. To any audience member or listener, 
it was evident that Eilish’s vocal abilities are 
extraordinary. 

Her entire performance ranged from her 
upbeat and hype-pop songs, like “Therefore 
I Am,” “bad guy” and “Oxytocin,” to her 
slower personal songs like ‘THE GREAT-
EST,” “TV” and “What Was I Made For?” 
The crowd went from dancing to crying, and 
Eilish’s ability to engage the crowd was un-
wavering.  

One of the other impressive moments 
during the show was the acoustic set, where 
Eilish sang “SKINNY,” “Your Power” and 
“TV” back to back with the help of the au-
dience. It felt very personal and intimate, 
which is not always the case in large arena 
shows. Eilish drew the crowd in and made 
it feel like it was just her and each audience 
member in a room. 

Eilish didn’t talk much during the show, 
but when she did, she praised the crowd 
and thanked them for the support that they 
showed for her. She even said, “I know you 
guys will always have my back, and you know 
I will always have yours.” 

Lil Uzi Vert is back with their latest album, 
“Eternal Atake 2.” While the anticipation 
was fueled by creative and mysterious pro-
motions, the album doesn’t quite match the 
impact of their earlier album “Atake.” 

Lil Uzi Vert knows how to get people ex-
cited. For “Eternal Atake 2,” they changed 
the covers of their older albums to promote 
the new project. 

These cover changes sparked conversation 
before the album was even out. Uzi’s creative 
marketing team made this release feel like a 
big deal.  

However, for all the buildup, I found the 
final product to be underwhelming. It didn’t 
quite live up to the excitement Uzi managed 
to generate. 

One surprise on the album was a feature 
from the band “Big Time Rush.” It was a 
strange addition but a cool moment of real-
ization for listeners. 

It’s clear that their best years were from 
2016 to 2020. During that time, they released 
hit after hit, shaping the rap scene and bring-
ing a fresh sound.  

With “Eternal Atake 2,” it seems like Uzi 
is trying to bring back that energy. But to me, 

the album doesn’t quite reach the same level, 
feeling more like an echo of their past work 
than a fresh step forward. 

The first “Eternal Atake” album was 
groundbreaking, with new production and 
clear vision. It had a unique sound that 
pushed the boundaries of rap.  

After the album dropped right when 
COVID-19 took over the classrooms back 
in 2020, people viewed some of his songs as 
quite literally unforgettable. 

There are glimpses of that old Uzi here in 
this new album, with moments where their 
talent shines through, but these moments are 
too far and few between.  

I found myself wanting more from the al-
bum. The tracks lacked some energy, creativ-
ity and bold choices that once made Uzi a top 
dog in the prime rap era from 2016 to 2020. 

“Eternal Atake 2” is a good album, but not 
the big comeback some fans were hoping for. 
While there are still solid tracks that showcase 
Uzi’s musical style, it lacks the magic that de-
fined their peak years.  

Uzi is and always will be a major figure in 
rap, but this album feels like they are playing 
it safe. It left me wishing for the innovative 
Uzi from years past. 

SAM HINGSBERGER
Scene Reporter

Lil Uzi Vert raps
old music style

CHLOE CARRILLO
Scene Reporter

Billie Eilish in Omaha


