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I f the great waters of the river of literature are 
traced back to their sources, they will be found 
in the folk-tales of the primitive peoples. Nearly 
every nation has evolved out of its folklore some 
form of beast-tale, and in certain instances these 
stories have been developed into a means of dis­
tilling the simple morals of a people still in the 
nursery of civilization. This process went on in 
India and in Greece, and through many devious 
channels there gradually grew together a collec­
tion of fables or beast-tales, which have for two 
thousand years and more been associated with 
the name of Æ sop.

The few facts that are fairly well established 
concerning Æ sop make a very inadequate bio­
graphy. Writers in the seventeenth and follow-
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