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1. WORLD RELIGIONS: SURVEYS & REFERENCE WORKS

Obviously the literature on the spirituality of the world religions is vast. What follows is a
small selection of the better and the more recent works. Many are surveys and provide an
introduction to more in-depth studies.

Ewert Cousins, ed., World Spirituality: An Encyclopedic History of the Religions Quest (New York:
Crossroad, 1980s-1990s) 20 volumes to date. An excellent series examining the
spirituality of each of the world religions; each volume has essays by leading scholars.
See volumes on individual religious traditions below.

Gwilym Beckerlegge, ed., World Religions Reader, 2nd ed. (New York: Routledge, 2001).
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John Bowker, The Oxford Dictionary of World Religions (New York: Oxford University Press,
1997).

Michael D. Coogan, ed., The lllustrated Guide to World Religions (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2003).

Gavin D’Costa, Christianity and World Religions: Disputed Questions in the Theology of Religions
(Wiley-Blackwell Publishers, 2009).

John Esposito, Darrell Fasching & Todd Lewis, eds., World Religions Today (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2001).

Mark Juergensmeyer, Global Religions: An Introduction (New York: Oxford University Press,
2003)

Jacob Nuesner, ed., World Religions in America: An Introduction, rev. and expanded ed.
(Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 1999).

Willard G. Oxtoby, ed., World Religions, vol. 1: Western Traditions, vol. 2: Eastern Traditions, 2nd
ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2001).

Geoffrey Parrinder, Mysticism in the World’s Religions (reprint of 1975 edition: Oxford: One
World, 1995 / 1975).

Ninian Smart, Dimensions of the Sacred: An Anatomy of the World’s Beliefs (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1996).

2. JEWISH SPIRITUALITY: STUDIES

Nicholas de Lange, An Introduction to Judaism (Cambridge University Press, 2000). This is part
of a superb on world religions published by Cambridge. Like others in the series, this
provides an in-depth introduction, offering a solid and sophisticated overview of the
history, theology, liturgical practices, and ethical dimensions of Judaism.

David S. Ariel, Kabbalah: The Mystic Quest in Judaism, 2nd ed. (Lanham, MD: Rowman &
Littlefield, 2005).

Joseph Dan, Jewish Mysticism, 4 vol. (Northvale, NJ: Jason Aronson, 1998).

Joseph Dan, ed., The Heart and the Fountain: An Anthology of Jewish Mystical Experiences (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2002).

W.D. Davies & Louis Finkelstein, The Cambridge History of Judaism (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 1989-) 3 vol. to date.

Elliot N. Dorff and Jonathan K Crane, eds., The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Ethics and
MoralityNew York: Oxford University Press, 2012).

Rachel Elior, The Three Temples: On the Emergence of Jewish Mysticism (Oxford / Portland:
Littman Library of Jewish Civilization, 2004).

Martin Goodman, Jeremy Cohen, David Sorkin, eds., The Oxford Handbook of Jewish Studies
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2003).
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Arthur Green, ed., Jewish Spirituality I: From the Bible through the Middle Ages, World Spirituality
Series 13 (New York: Crossroad, 1986).

Arthur Green, ed., Jewish Spirituality 11: From the Sixteentlh Century Revival to the Present, Wotld
Spirituality Series, Volume 14 (New York: Crossroad, 1987).

Moshe Hallamish, An Introduction to Kaballah, SUNY Series in Judaism: Hermeneutics,
Mysticism, and Religion (New York: SUNY, 1999).

Hannah Harrington, Holiness: Rabbinic [udaism in the Graeco-Roman World, Religion in the First
Christian Centuries (New York: Routledge, 2001).

Shai Held, Abrabam Joshua Heschel: The Call to Transcendence (Indiana University Press, 2013)
hardcover, $45. NEW.

Abraham ]. Heschel, Man’s Quest for God (reprint of 1954 edition: Aurora Press, 1998). A
great book by one of the leading Jewish thinkers of the 20th century.

Abraham J. Heschel, God in Search of Man: A Philosophy of Judaism (reprint of 1967 edition:
Noonday Press, 1997).

Moshe Idel, Ben: Sonship and Jewish Mysticism (New York: Shalom Hartman Institute/
Continuum International, 2008).

Louis Jacobs, ed., The Jewish Religion: A Companion (New York: Oxford University Press,
1995). See also an abridged version: Concise Companion to the Jewish Religion (1999).

Edward W. Kaplan, Holiness in Words: Abrabam Joshua Heschel’s Poetics of Piety, SUNY Series in
Judaica (New York: SUNY, 1996).

Lee 1. Levine, The Ancient Synagogue: The First Thousand Years (New Haven: Yale University
Press, 2000).

Jacob Neusner, An Introduction to Rabbinic Literature, Anchor Bible Reference Library (New
York: Doubleday, 1999).

Jacob Neusner & Alan J. Avery-Peck, ed., The Blackwell Companion to [udaism (Oxford:
Blackwell, 2000).

Jacob Neusnet, Judaisn as Philosophy: The Method and Message of the Mishnah (Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins, 1999).

Moshe Rosman, Founder of Hasidism: The Quest for the Historical Ba'al Shem Tov (Berkeley:
University of California, 1996).

Gershom G. Scholem, Major Trends in Jewish Mpysticism (reprint of 1941 ed.: New York:
Schocken Books 1995).

Gershom Scholem, On the Mystical Shape of the Godbead: Basic Concepts of the Kabbalah, trans.
Joachim Neugroschel (New York: Schocken, 1997).

Howard Schwartz, Reimaging the Bible: The Storytelling of the Rabbis (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1998).
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Byron L. Sherwin, Faith Finding Meaning: A Theology of Judaism (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2009).

Shimon Shokek, Kabbalah and the Art of Being, The Smithsonian Lectures (New York:
Routledge, 2001).

Norman Solomon, Judaism: A Very Short Introduction (New York: Oxford University Press,
2000).

RJ. Zwi Werblowsky & Geoffrey Wigoder, ed., Oxford Dictionary of Judaismm (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1997).

3. JEWISH SPIRITUALITY: CLASSIC TEXTS

Arnold J. Band, ed., Nabman of Bratsiav: The Tales, Classics of Western Spirituality (New York:
Paulist Press, 1978).

Ben Zion Bokser & Baruch M. Bokser, ed., The Talmud, Classics of Western Spirituality
(New York: Paulist Press, 1989).

Martin Buber, Tales of the Hasidim (reprint: New York: Schocken, 1991).

Joseph Dan & Ronald Keiner, ed., The Early Kabbalah, Classics of Western Spirituality (New
York: Paulist Press, 19806).

Joseph Dan, ed., The Heart and the Fountain: An Anthology of Jewish Mystical Experiences (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2002).

Morris M. Faierstein, ed., Jewish Mystical Autobiographies: Books of Visions and Book of Secrets,
Classics of Western Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press, 1999).

Lawrence Fine, ed., Safed Spirituality, Classics of Western Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press,
1984).

David J. Halperin, ed., Abraham Miguel Cardoza: Selected Writings, Classics of Western
Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press, 2001).

Reuven Hammer, ed., The Classic Midrash: Tannaitic Commentaries on the Bible, Classics of
Western Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press, 1995).

Daniel Chanan Matt, ed., Zobar: The Book of Enlightenment, Classics of Western Spirituality
(New York: Paulist Press, 1988).

Jeffrey L. Rubenstein, ed., Rabbinic Stories, Classics of Western Spirituality (New York: Paulist
Press, 2002).

David Winston, ed., Philo of Alexandria: The Contemplative Life, Classics of Western Spirituality
(New York: Paulist Press, 1981).

4. ISLAMIC SPIRITUALITY: STUDIES

Franklin Lewis, Rumi: Past and Present, East and West (Oxford: OneWorld, 2000). A massive
study of Rumi’s life and poetry. Lewis has extraordinary mastery of the sources and
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the traditions, and does a fine job of rooting Rumi in the tradition he comes from.
Lewis also analyzes the contemporary Rumi craze and alerts one to biases and
deficiencies of different scholarly assessments.

Binyamin Abrahamov, Divine Love in Islamic Mysticism: The Teachings of al-Ghazali and al-Dabbagh
(New York: Routledge, 2002).

Binyamin Abrahamov, ed. The Blackwell Companion to the Qur'an, Blackwell Companions to
Religion (Oxford: Blackwell, 2000).

Mohammad Abu-Hamdiyyah, The Qur'an: An Introduction (New York: Routledge, 2000).

Jonathan E. Brockopp, ed., Cambridge Companion to Mubammad, series: Cambridge
Companions to Religion (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010).

Jonathan A.C. Brown, Mobammad: A Very Short Introduction (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2011).

William C. Chittick, 16n Arabi, Makers of the Muslim World (Oxford: Oneworld, 2005).
William C. Chittick, Sufisn: A Short Introduction (Oxford: One World, 2000).

William C. Chittick, The Sufi Path of Love: The Spiritual Teachings of Rumi (New York: SUNY,
1983). Chittick groups excerpts of Rumi’s verses under theological topics.

William C. Chittick, The Sufi Path of Knowledge: Ibn al-"Arabi's Metaphysics of Imagination (Albany,
SUNY, 1989).

William C. Chittick, Imaginal Worlds: 1bn Al-‘Arabi and the Problem of Religions Diversity, SUNY
Series in Islam (New York: SUNY, 1995).

Michael Cook, The Koran: A Very Short Introduction (New York: Oxford University Press,
2000).

Henry Corbin, Alone With the Alone: Creative Imagination in the Sufism of 1bn ‘Arabi (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1998).

Robert J. Dobie, Logos & Revelation: 1bn ‘Arabi, Meister Eckbart, and Mystical Hermenentics
(Washington, DC: Catholic University of America Press, 2010).

Fred M. Donner, Mubammad and the Believers: At the Origins of Islam (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 2010).

Carl W. Exnst, The Shambhala Guide to Sufism (Boston: Shambhala, 1997).
John L. Esposito, The Oxford History of Isiam (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000).

John L. Esposito, ed., The Oxford Dictionary of Islamm (New York: Oxford University Press,
2002).

Frank Griftel, A-Ghazali’s Philosophical Theology New York: Oxford University Press, 2009).

Seyyed Nasr Hossein, ed., Islamic Spirituality 1: Foundations, Wozrld Spirituality 19 (New York:
Crossroad, 1987).
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Seyyed Nasr Hossein, ed., Islamic Spirituality 11: Manifestations, World Spirituality 20 (New
York: Crossroad, 1991 / 1997).

Leonard Lewisohn & David Morgan, ed., The Heritage of Sufism, 3 vol. (Oxford: One World,
1992-2000).

*  Classical Persian Sufism from Its Origins to Rumi (700-1300) (1993).
*  The Legacy of Medieval Persian Sufism (1150-1500) (1992).

*  Late Classical Persianate Sufism (1500-1750) (2000).

Louis Massignon, Hallaj: Mystic and Martyr, trans., abridged ed. Herbert Mason (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1994). A classic.

Jawid Mojaddedi, Beyond Dogma: Rumi’s Teachings on Friendship with God and Early Sufi Theories
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2012).

Jane Dammen McAuliffe, ed., The Cambridge Companion to the Qur'an, Cambridge Companions
to Religion (New York: Cambridge University Press, 20006).

Ebrahim Moosa, Ghazali and the Poetics of Imagination (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North
Carolina, 2005).

James Winston Mortis, The Reflective Heart: Discovering Spiritual Intelligence in 1bn "Arabi's "Meccan
Lluminations (Louisville, KY: Fons Vitae, 2005).

Jane Dammen McAuliffe, ed., Encyclopaedia of the Quran, 5 vol. (Leiden: Brill, 2001-2004).

Jawid Mojaddedi, Beyond Dogma: Rumi’s Teachings on Friendship with God and Early Sufi Theories
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2012).

Martin Nguyen, Sufi Master and Qur'an Scholar: Abu’l-Qasim al-Qushayr i and the Lata if al-Ish ar
at, Qua’ranic Studies Series (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012).

John Renard, Seven Doors to Islam: Spirituality and the Religions Life of Muslims (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1990).

Malise Ruthven, Islam: A Very Short Introduction New York: Oxford University Press, 2000).

Ziauddin Sardar, Reading the Qur'an: The Contemporary Relevance of the Sacred Text of Islam (New
York: Oxford University, 2011).

Annemarie Schimmel, Mystical Dimensions of Islam (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 1975).

Annemarie Schimmel, The Triumphal Sun: A Study of the Works of Jalaloddin Rumi (New York:
SUNY, 1993).

Stephen Shoemaker, The Death of a Prophet: The End of Mubammad’s Life and the Beginnings of
Islam, Divinations: Rereading Late Ancient Religion (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2011).

J. Spencer Trimingham, Sufi Orders in Islam, rev. ed. (New York: Oxford University Press,
1998).
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David Waines, An Introduction to Islam (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995).

Martin Whittigham, A/-Ghazali and the Qur'an: One Book, Many Meanings, Culture and
Civilization in the Middle East (New York: Routledge, 2007).

Tim Winter, ed., The Cambridge Companion to Classical Islamic Theology (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2008).

5. ISLAMIC SPIRITUALITY: CLASSIC TEXTS

Coleman Barks, trans. The Essential Rumi, new expanded edition (San Francisco: Harper San
Francisco, 2004); The Soul of Rumi: A New Collection of Ecstatic Poems (San Francisco:
Harper San Francisco, 2001); Rumi: The Book of Love: Poems of Ecstasy and 1 onging (New
York: Harper Collins, 2003). An often brilliant rendering of Rumi into contemporary
American free verse. Barks does not know Persian and works from the literal
renderings of John Moynes, as well as reworking older translations of A.]. Arberry
and Reynolds A. Nicholson. Barks can sometimes gloss over the traditional themes
and technical theological terminology in his effort to make Rumi accessible to a
modern audience. Excellent, but use with care.

Jalal al-Din Rumi, The Masnavi, Book One, Oxford World’s Classics, trans. Jawid Mojaddedi
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2004).

Jalal al-Din Rumi, The Masnavi, Book Two, Oxford Wotld's Classics, trans. Jawid Mojaddedi
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2007).

Jalal al-Din Rumi, The Masnavi, Book Three, Oxford World's Classics, trans. Jawid Mojaddedi
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2014) paperback, $16. NEW.

Lourdes Maria Alvarez, trans., Abu al-Hasan al Shushtari: Songs of Love and Devotion, Classics of
Western Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press, 2009).

A.). Arberry, Mystical Poems of Rumi, 2 vol. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1968).
Great scholarly precision, but very wooden renderings into English.

R.W.J. Austin, trans., Ibn Al-‘Arabi: The Bezels of Wisdom, Classics of Western Spirituality
(New York: Paulist Press, 1980).

William C. Chittick & Peter L. Wilson, Fakbruddin ‘Tragi: Divine Flashes, Classics of Western
Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press, 1982).

Michel Chodkiewicz & William Chittick, trans. Ibn al-Arabi: The Meccan Revlations, 2 vol. (Pir
Press, 2002, 2004).

Victor Danner, ed., Ibn ‘Ata’ Illah: The Book of Wisdom, Classics of Western Spirituality (New
York: Paulist Press, 1978).

William A. Graham, David Burrell & R.J. McCarthy, eds., A/~-Ghazali’s Path to Sufism: His
Deliverance from Error (al-Mungidh min al-Dalal) and Five Key Texts (Louisville: Fons
Vitae, 2000).
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Th. Emil Homerin, ed., Umar 1bn al-Farid, Sufi 1 erses, Classics of Western Spirituality (New
York: Paulist Press, 2001).

Paul Jackson, ed., Sharafuddin Maneri: The Hundred Letters, Classics of Western Spirituality
(New York: Paulist Press, 1979).

John Renard, ed., Knowledge of God in Classical Sufism: Foundations of Islamic Mystical Theology,
Classics of Western Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press, 2004).

John Renard, ed., Ibn Abbad of Ronda: Letters on the Sufi Path, Classics of Western Spirituality
(New York: Paulist Press, 1980).

Michael A. Sells, ed., Early Islamic Mysticism: Sufi, Quran, Miraj, Poetic and Theological W ritings,
Classics of Western Spirituality (New York: Paulist Press, 1996). A superb collection
of early Sufi writings, laced with fine commentaries.

6. BUDDHIST SPIRITUALITY: STUDIES

Peter Harvey, An Introduction to Buddhism: Teachings, History, and Practices (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1990). A valuable in-depth introduction and an
excellent place to start.

Michael Carrithers, The Buddha: A Very Short Introduction (New York: Oxford University Press,
2001).

Robert E. Buswell, ed., The Princeton Dictionary of Buddhism (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 2013) hardcover, $65. NEW.

Richard Cohen, Beyond Enlightenment: Buddhism, Religion, Modernity, seties: Routledge Curzon
Critical Studies in Buddhism (New York: Routledge, 2006).

James William Coleman, The New Buddbism: The Western Transformation of an Ancient Tradition
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2001).

Steven Collins, Nirvana: Concept, Imagery, Narrative (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2010).

Edward Conze, Buddhism: A Short History (reprint of 1980 edition:Oxford: One World, 2000).
Bernard Faure, Unmasking Buddhism (Oxtord: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009).

Richard F. Gombrich, How Buddhbism Began: The Conditioned Genesis of the Early Teachings New
York: Routledge, 2005).

Richard F. Gombrich, Theravada Buddhism: A Social History from Ancient Benares to Modern
Colombo, 2nd ed., Library of Religious Beliefs and Practices (New York: Routledge,
2000).

Richard F. Gombrich, What the Buddha Thought, Oxford Centre for Buddhist Studies
Monographs (Equinox, 2009).

Peter Harvey, An Introduction to Buddhism (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1990).
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Steven Heine and Charles S. Prebish, eds., Buddbism in the Modern World: Adaptations of an
Apncient Tradition New York: Oxford University Press, 2003).

Matthew T. Kapstein, The Tibetan Assimilation of Buddbism: Conversion, Contestation, and Menory
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2000).

Damien Keown, Buddbism: A Very Short Introduction (New York: Oxford University Press,
2000).

Jacob N. Kinnard, The Ewmergence of Buddbism: Classical Traditions in Contemporary Perspective
(Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2010).

Stephen J. Laumakis, .An Introduction to Buddhist Philosophy (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2008).

Soho Machida, Renegade Monk: Honen and Japanese Pure Land Buddhism, trans. loannis Mentzas
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1999).

David L. McMahan, The Making of Buddhist Meditation (New York: Oxford University Press,
2008).

Donald W. Mitchell, Buddhism: Introducing the Buddhist Experience, 2nd ed. (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2007).

Suzanne Mrozik, Virtuous Bodies: The Physical Dimensions of Morality in Buddhist Ethics (New
York: Oxford University Press 2007).

Hans Penner, Rediscovering the Buddha: The Legends and Their Interpretations New York: Oxford
University Press, 2009).

Mario Pockeski, Ordinary Mind as the Way: The Hongzhou School and the Growth of Chan Buddbism
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2007).

Louis de La Vallée Poussin, The Way to Nirvana (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2012).

Charles S. Prebish, Luminous Passage: The Practice and Study of Buddbism in America (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1999).

Charles S. Prebish & Damien Keown, Introducing Buddbism, World Religion Series (New York:
Routledge, 2000).

Sri Walpola Rahula, What the Buddha Taught New York: Grove Press, 1974).
Sarah Shaw, Introduction to Buddhist Meditation (New York: Routledge, 2008).

James Mark Shields, Critical Buddhism: Engaging with Modern Japanese Buddhist Thought (Ashgate,
2011).

Akira Shimada and Jason Hawkes, eds., Buddbist Stupas in South Asia: Recent Archaeological, Art-
Historical, and Historical Perspectives New Y ork: Oxford University Press, 2009).

Donald K. Swearer, The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia, 2nd ed. (SUNY Press, 2010).
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Francesca Tarocco, Cultural Practices of Modern Chinese Buddhism: Attuning the Dbharma,
Routledge Critical Studies in Buddhism (London: Routledge, 2008).

Kevin Trainor, ed., Buddhism: The Lilustrated Guide New York: Oxford University Press, 2004).

Paul Williams & Anthony Tribe, Buddhist Thought: An Introduction to the Indian Tradition (New
York: Routledge, 2000).

Paul Williams, Mahayana Buddbism: The Doctrinal Foundations (New York: Routledge, 2008).

Dale S. Wright, The Six Perfections: Buddhbism and the Cultivation of Character New York: Oxford
University Press, 2009).

Takeuchi Yoshinori, ed., Buddbist Spirituality 1: Indian, Southeast Asian, Tibetan, and Early Chinese,
Wortld Spirituality Series 8 (New York: Crossroad Publishing, 1993).

Takeuchi Yoshinori, ed., Buddhist Spirituality 11: Later China, Korea, Japan and the Modern World,
Wortld Spirituality Series 9 (New York: Crossroad Publishing, 1999).

7. BUDDHIST SPIRITUALITY: CLASSIC TEXTS

The Connected Discourses of the Buddha: A New Translation of Samyutta Nikaya, trans. Bhikkhu
Nikaya, Teachings of the Buddha, 2 vol. (Boston: Wisdom Publications, 2000). This
is a translation, nearly 2000 pages in length, of the 3rd set of the Trpitaka, the
massive Pali canon of Buddhist Scriptures. This marks an important milestone in
Buddhist studies, the completion of a new translation of the complete Buddhist
scriptures, now available to Westerners in a contemporary translation. The other two
volumes in the series are:

*  The Middle Length Disconrses of the Buddha: A New Translation of the Majjhina Nikaya,
Teachings of the Buddha, trans. Bhikku Nanomoli & Bhikkhu Bodhi (Boston:
Wisdom Publications, 1995).

*  The Long Discourses of the Buddha: A Translation of the Digha Nikaya, The Teachings of
the Buddha, trans. Maurice Walshe (Boston: Wisdom Publishing, 1996).

John Ross Carter & Mahinda Palihawdana, trans., The Dhammapada, Oxford World’s Classics
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2000).

Edward Conze, I.B. Honer, David Snellgrove, and Arthur Waley, eds., Buddbist Texcts Through
the Ages (reprint: Oxford: Oneworld Publications, 1995).

Rupert Gethin, trans., Sayings of the Buddha: New Translations from the Pali Nikayas, Oxford
World’s Classics series (New York: Oxford University Press, 2009).

David J. Kalupahana, ed., Nagarjuna: The Philosophy of the Middle Way, SUNY Series in
Buddhist Studies (New York: State University of New York, 1986).

Donald S. Lopez, Jr., ed., Buddhism in Practice, Princeton Readings in Religions (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1995).

Daniel Lopez, ed., The Religions of Tibet in Practice (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1997)
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Sarah Shaw, ed., Buddhist Meditation: An Anthology of Texts from the Pali Canon, Routledge
Critical Studies in Buddhism (New York: Routledge, 2006).

Santideva, The Bodbicaryavatara, trans. Kate Crosby & Andrew Skilton, Oxford World’s
Classics (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998).

Jan Westerhoff, trans., The Dispeller of Disputes: Nagarjuna's Vigrabavyavartani (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2010).

Jan Westerhoff, Nagarjuna’s Madhyamaka : A Philosophical Introduction (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2009) paperback, $25.

8. CH’'AN & ZEN: STUDIES

Steven Heine, Did Déogen Go to China? What He Wrote and When He Wirote It (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2000). Zen master Eihei Dogen (1200-1254) was the
founder of the Soto Zen sect and has been described as Japan's finest religious writer.
This is a major biographical study, cutting through the hagiography that has clouded
standard accounts of Dogen's life. Heine does much to illuminate the complexities of
Dogen's intellectual and social context and the evolution of his mind. He also brings
English-speaking readers up to date on the complexities of recent Japanese
historical-critical scholarship on this pivotal figure in the Zen tradition.

Steven Heine, Opening a Mountain: Koans of the Zen Masters (New York: Oxford University
Press, 2002). KOans are terse, seemingly nonsensical dialogues between Zen (or
Ch’an) masters and their disciples. (The best known is: “What is the sound of one
hand clapping?”). Certain schools of Zen assign them to disciples as the focus of
their long hours of meditation; koans are seen as pedagogical tools to awaken
disciples, to provoke the experience of sudden enlightenment. The great koan
collections, such as the Blue Cliff Records (Pi-yen lu) and the Gateless Barrier (Mumonkan),
are difficult for Westerners. Heine masterfully opens them up, using a historical-
critical approach, and introduces readers to the intricate and often entertaining social
world of medieval China and Japan.

Masao Abe, A Study of Dogen: His Philosophy and Religion, ed. Steven Heine (Albany, NY:
SUNY, 1992).

Carl Bielefeldt, Dagen’s Manunals of Zen Buddhism (Berkeley: University of California Press,
1988)

William M. Bodiford, Soto Zen in Medieval |apan (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1993).

James Carter, Heart of Buddha, Heart of China: The Life of Tanxu, a Twentieth Century Monk (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2010).

Martin Colcutt, Five Mountains: The Ringai Zen Monastic Institutions in Medieval Japan
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1981).

Bernard Faure, The Rhetoric of Immediacy: A Cultural Critigue of Chan | Zen Buddhism (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1994).
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Bernard Faure, Chan Insights and Ouversights: An Epistemological Critigne of the Chan Tradition
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993).

Bernard Faure, The Will to Orthodoxy: A Critical Genealogy of Northern Chan Buddhism, trans.
Phyllis Brooks (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1997).

Bernard Faure, ed., Chan Buddbisn in Ritual Context (London / New York: Routledge Curzon,
2003).

Heinrich Dumoulin, Zen Buddhism: A History, 2 vol. (reprint of 1988-90 edition: World
Wisdom, 2005).

Robert M. Gimello and Peter N. Gregory, eds., Studies in Ch'an and Hua-yen, Kuroda Institute
Studies in East Asian Buddhism 1 (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1983).

Peter N. Gregory, ed., Sudden and Gradual: Approaches to Enlightenment in Chinese Thought,
Kuroda Institute Studies in East Asian Buddhism 5 (Honolulu: University of Hawaii
Press, 1987).

Steven Heine, Zen Skin, Zen Marrow: Will the Real Zen Buddhism Please Stand Up? (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2008).

Steven Heine & Dale Wright, ed., The Koan: Texts and Context in Zen Buddhism (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2000). An important collection of essays, giving a historical
reading of koan literature.

Steven Heine & Dale Wright, ed., The Zen Canon: Understanding the Classic Texts (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2004).

Steven Heine & Dale Wright, ed., Zen Classics: Formative Texts in the History of Zen Buddhism
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2000).

Steven Heine & Dale Wright, ed., Zen Ritual: Studies of Zen Buddbist Theory in Practice (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2008).

Steven Heine & Dale Wright, eds., Zen Masters (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010).
Steven Heine, Dagen: Textual and Historical Studies (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012).

Steven Heine, Like Cats and Dogs: Contesting the Mu Koan in Zen Buddhism (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2013) paperback, $30. NEW.
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